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LUDLOW  RURAL  DISTRICT 


ADITUAL  REPORT  OR  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

1953 . 


LUDLOW 

1st  June,  1954* 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  District  for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
December,  1953* 


The  Birth-rate  was  19,1  and  the  Death-rate  8.9 
and  "both  these  figures  are  satisfactory  when  compared  with 
similar  figures  for  the  whole  country.  The  Infant  Death 
Rate  was  slightly  above  that  for  England  and  Wales. 


The  year  was  again  a  good  one  as  regards  the 
absence  of  any  serious  outbreak  of  Infectious  Disease. 
Measles  was  prevalent  during  the  earlier  months  of  the  year 
among  the  children  but  there  were  no  deaths  from  this 
disease.  There  were  again  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified 
and  the  protection  of  the  children  is  continued. 


During  the  year  a  total  of  6 0  Council  Houses 
were  completed  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  4-0  more  were  under 
construction.  It  is  hoped  to  commence  a  further  7 6  houses 
during  1954*  The  number  of  applications  for  Council  Houses 
equals  257-  Housing  continues  to  be  probably  the  greatest 
problem  for  all  Councils  to  deal  with  and  although  more 
houses  are  being  built  each  year,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
many  of  the  older  ones  are  rapidly  falling  into  conditions 
which  make  them  unfit  to  live  in  from  a  health  stand— point. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Bill  at  present  before  Parliament  will 
make  it  possible  for  landlords  to  have  many  of  these  old 
houses  improved  and  made  more  fit. 

It  is  now  stated  that  the  Slaughter-houses  run 
by  the  Ministry  of  Food  are  to  be  given  up  in  July,  1954,  and 
Councils  have  been  asked  to  make  arrangements  for  taking  over 
or  licensing  existing  places  so  that  the  distribution  of  meat 
will  be  able  to  continue  as  before.  The  problem  is  rather  a 
d.if  f icult  ^one  to  solve  as  so  many  of  the  places  have  not  been 
used  for  fourteen  years  and  also  there  are  not  many  of  the 
younger  men Yho  have  had  any  training  in  the  work  necessary  to 
be  carried  out.  The  inspection  of  all  meat  Is  also  of  the 
greatest  im.pnrtn.noo  from  the  health  aspect. 


James  L.  Gregory. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


LUDLOW  RURAL  DISTRICT 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

1953. 


Live  Births  -  Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total  M. 

21?  111 

8  6 

Totals  223  117 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  =  19.1 
Still  Births  -  Legitimate  10  5 

Illegitimate  ~  „ 

Totals  10  5 

•Still  Birth  Rate  =  42,9 

147  72 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  =>  8«9» 


Deaths 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 


Mil 


P. 

104 

2 

106 


5 

5 

75 


Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  Up,  of  I.M.  Rate. 

deaths 


(a) 

Legitimate  infants  per 

1,000  legitimate  births. 

7 

i 

32.5 

(b) 

Illegitimate  infants  per 
1,000  illegitimate  births. 

— 

(c) 

All  infants  per  1,000 
total  live  births. 

7 

31.3 

The  rates  for  England  and  Wales  weres- 

Birth  Rate  -  15.5  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Death  Rate  -  11. 4  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Deaths  from  diseases  of  Heart  and  Circulation  53 
Deaths  from  Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous  System  24 
Deaths  from  Cancer  23 
Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  (non  Pulmonary)  1 


SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  ANN  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  (in  acres)  113,004. 

Registrar-General  * s  estimate  of 

the  population  mid  1953  13? 770 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  4? 197 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District  £68,489 

Estimated  product  of  Id  Rate  £278 


Notes  on  Vital  Statistics. 


The  figure  showing  the  estimated  population  for 
mid-1953  shows  a  decrease  of  forty  from  the  figure  for  1952. 

The  total  number  of  live  births  (223)  exceeded  the  total  deaths 
(147)  by  78  so  that  the  decrease  in  population  must  be  due  to 
people  leaving  the  District. 

Births  and  Birth-Rate. 


Live  births  numbered  223  and  the  number  of  illegitimate 
births  was  o.  The  "crude"  birth- rate  was  16.1  but  in  order  that 
the  rate  can  be  compared  with  that  of  the  country  or  other  areas 
it  has  to  be  multiplied  by  the  Comparability  Factor  which  is  1.19. 
This  gives  a  Birth  Rate  of  19 .1  for  the  year  under  review. 

Still  Births. 

There  were  eleven  Still  Births  and  this  gives  a  Rate 
of  42.9  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births.  In  the  previous 
year  there  was  one  Still  Birth. 

Deaths. 


Deaths  registered  numbered  147  and  the  corrected 
Death-rate  is  8.9.  (The  crude  rate  is  10.6).  A  Table  showing 
the  various  causes  of  death  is  given  at  the  end  of  the  Report. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  numbered 
7  as  compared  with  4  in  1952  and  9  in  1951.  The  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  was  31.3. 

Puerperal  Deaths. 

No  Puerperal  Deaths  were  reported. 

Natural  Increase  of  Population. 


by  76. 


The  total  number  of  Births  exceeded  the  total  Deaths 


SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


Staff. 


Ths  names  and  qualifications  of  the  officers  in 
the  Health  Department  are  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  Report. 
There  have  been  no  changes  during  the  year. 

Ambulance  Service. 


This  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  County 
Council  and  the  control  depot  is  at  Shrewsbury.  (Tel.  No. 
Shrewsbury  2626).  It  is  proposed  to  build  a  new  depot  in 
Shrewsbury  in  the  near  future.  No  complaint  has  been  received 
during  the  year  of  any  difficulty  in  getting  an  ambulance  when 
it  has  been  required.  Ambulances  are  kept  at  various  points  in 
thQ  County  but  it  is  best  to  telephone  in  the  first  place  to  the 
control  depot  at  Shrewsbury. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 


Particulars  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  District 
Nurses ,  Health  Visitors  and  Mid— Wives  will  be  found  in  the  Report 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Of  late  years  the 
number  of  people  in  the  older  ago  groups  has  increased  very  much 
indeed  and  in  many  of  the  homes  of  such  people  some  help  is 
needed.  Loving  elderly  people  to  hospitals  or  other  institutions 
for  ohe  old  is  not  always  a  good  thing  to  do  as  they  often  wi sh  to 
remain  in  their  own  homos  and  to  move  them  may  have  unsatisfactory 
results.  Of  course ,  in  some  such  cases  it  is  necessary  to  move 
people  of  an  advanced  age  but  each  case  has  to  be  considered 
carefully.  Many  Councils  are  having  2  bed— roomed  houses  built 
xor  older  people  and  if  they  are  fairly  well  this  is  a  good  plan. 

Hospital  Accommodation. 

Details  of  the  hospitals  serving  the  area  have  been 
given  in  previous  Reports.  There  have  been  no  changes  during  the 
gear,  under  reviev/.  Infectious  Diseases  are  still  sent  to  Monkmoor 
Hospital,  Shrewsbury,  but  in  many  cases,  cases  can  be  treated  at 
home  if  there  is  sufficient  accommodation  and  the  house  is  of 
suitable  size  as  regards  the  number  of  bed™ rooms.  There  is  also 
accommodation  for  sick  children  at  Monkmoor  now  as  the  cases  of 
Infectious  .Diseases  requiring  t capital  treatment  have  declined  in 
number  of  late  years.  Diphtheria  is  very  rare  and  Scarlet  Fever 
is  of  a  much  milder  type  than  in  the  past. 


Treatment  Centres  and  Cl ini c s . 

There  is  combined  School  Clinic  &  Welfare  Centre  at 
L inham,  Ludlow,  Ante— natal  cases  and  Orthopaedic  cases  can  also 
be  seen  by  appointment.  The  Clinic  etc,  is  managed  by  the 
County  Council. 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  seen  at  the  Chest  Clinic, 
Shrewsbury.  (Tel.  No.  Shrewsbury  3068).  One  of  the  Chest 
Physicians  also  visits  Ludlow  once  a  month  a,nd  doctors  may 
refer  cases  to  him. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  can  bo  carried  out  by  a 
private  doctor,  or  at  a  Welfare  Centre  or  at  a  School.  Application 
should  be  made  to  the  County  Health  Officer.  A  child  may  also 
bo  given  protection  against  Whooping  Cough. 


SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  '  THE  AREA. 


This  section  deals  with  water  supplies,  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal,  refuse  collection,  rodent  control  and  other  matters 
connected  with  enviromental  hygiene.  I  would  like  to  thank  the 
Surveyor,  Mr.  E.  Shaw,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  R.F.  Saunders, 
lor  much  of  the  information  in  this  and  the  next  two  sections  of 
the  report. 


WATER  Sr~T  FLIES. 

During  the  year  the  Council's  water  supplies  proved 
adequate  although  delay  has  occurred  in  the  provision  of  an 
additional  pumping  plant  at  Clee  Hill  Pumping  Station. 

xlie  following  are  details  of  some  of  the  schemes 
1 •  South  Eastern  Parishes  Scheme . 

Certain  alterations  have  been  made  to  reservoir  levels 
on  this  scheme  so  as  to  make  available  joint  reservoir  capacity 
with  the  Western  Area  Water  Scheme.  As  a  result  of  this  new  sites 
have  had  to  be  acquired  and  this  fact  has  prevented  the  furthering 
of  the  scheme  to  an  Enquiry  Stage. 

2 .  Western  Area  Water  Supply. 


This  scheme  was  the  subject  of  an  Engineering  Inspector 
in  September,  1953?  and  he  also  examined  the  relationship  of  the 
scheme  with  the  South  Eastern  Parishes  Scheme. 

The  Ministry  has  signified  approval  in  principle  to  the 
Scheme,  and  the  Council  now  propose  to  develop  such  sections  of  the 
scheme  as  serve  the  areas  in  which  the  greatest  need  exists. 

3.  Joint  High  Level  Scheme. 


No  tangible  progress  has  been  made  with  this  scheme 
since  the  last  report. 

4.  Bransley  Scheme. 

This  scheme  has  been  prepared  in  detail  (based  on  the 
South  Eastern  Parishes  Scheme  referred  to  earlier)  and  has  been  submitted 
to  the  Ministry.  The  estimated  cost  is  £10,350. 

5 •  Borehole  at  Soudley, 

The  Council  has  resolved  to  proceed  as  soon  as  possible 
with  the  sinking  of  a  borehole  at  Soudley  in  their  endeavour  to 
provide  a  cheaper  and  quicker  method  for  supplying  water  to  the  area 
of  the  district  lying  to  the  North  of  the  Wenlock  Edge.  The  scheme 
for  the  sinking  and  the  testing  of  the  borehole  has  been  submitted 
to  the  Ministry. 

Borehole  Scheme s . 


In  connection  with  the  Council's  Housing  Schemes 
boreholes  have  been  sunk  at  Onibury,  Culmington  and  Diddlebury.  In 
the  cases  of  Onibury  and  Culmington  yields  of  750  g.p.h.  and  250 
g.p.h.  were  obtained.  The  Diddlebury  borehole  however  —  to  which 


reference  was  made  in  last  year’s  Report  ~  proved  very  good  in 
""  pulping  at  5,000  g.p.h.  over  48  hours  reduced  the  pumping 

level  from  13  feet  to  22  feet  below  ground  level  after  30  minutes 
pumping  and  then  remained  steady  for  the  rest  of  the  period. 

Pumping  at  1,400  g.p.h.  over  7  days  failed  to  lower  the  rest  level 

"  '\G  I‘ater  ln  xil°  borG  V7liich  remained  constant  throughout  at 

y  0  below  ground  level.  The  depth  of  the  bore  is  130'. 


-dp  acmes  approved  by  the  Ministry. 

During  the  year  the 
from  the  Ministry  and  in  respect 
authorised  to  call  for  tenders. 


following  schemes  received  approv 
of  them  the  Council  has  been 


al 


Western  Area  later  Scheme. 

-LioM-^rt on  Village  Section  (based  on  borehole  on 
^lcklerton  housing  Site). 

2 •  he stern  urea  Scheme. 


Rushbury  Section  (based  n  borehole  on  Rushbury  Site). 

J •  Sast  Foreign  Ward  Scheme. 

.  Based  on  the  Elan  Aqueduct  via  Bridgnorth  R.D.  Council’s 

chlonnator  on  the  Cleobury  Bridgnorth  Road. 


It  is  anticipated  that 
prices  being  obtained,  work  will  be 

in  1954. 


subject  to  satisfactory  tender 
commenced  on  these  three  schemes 


Analysis 


_of  Water  Samples. 


supplie: 


.A  total  of  30  samples  were  taken  from  tin 
during  tne  year  with  the  following  resultss- 


Council ' 


Cleobury  Mortimer 
Craven  Arms 
Ticklcrton 
Clee  Hill 
Elan  Aqueduct 
Coreley 

3t.  Mil burgh ’ s  Jell 
Hope  3owdler 
Bitterl ey 

V/  all-under— Heywood 
Cloe  St.  Margaret 
Cleeton  St.  Mary 


Humber 
sat i sfactory 

3 

2 

3 

4 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Humber 

Unsat i sf ac  t o  ry . 

1 

1 

2 


1 

1 

1 

1 


22 


8 


In  addition  to  the  above  samples  a  total  of  98  wo  re  taken 
rom  private  supplies  and  of  these  18  wore  satisfactory  and 
80  wore  not. 

Chemical_  Examir__,t i on  of  Simples . 

The  following  samples  wore  sent  for  chemical  c  ramination 


supply.  Number  of 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ samples 

Borehole  at 

Ticklerton  2 

Bore  at  Longville- 
in-the-Dale  -  i 

S  t .  Mi  1  burghs. ' s 
•Tell  1 

Bockleton  Pool  1 

Seifton  Pool  1 

lew  Bore  —  Onibury  1 


Humber 

Satisfactory 


Humber 

.  Hnsatisfac to ry . 


1 


1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 


SBWblhiGE  AM)  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL . 

At  Cleobury  Mortimer  the  disposal  plant  continues  to 
givc^  satisfactory  service.  A  total  of  250  houses  wore  connected 
a°  the  end  of  the  year  and  31  remain  to  be  connected. 


An  Inquiry  has  been 
new  disposal  works  for  Cleo  Hill 
of  the  Ministry  is  awaited. 


hold  into  the  Council's  proposed 
(February ,  1954)  and  tho  approval 


Tiie  ourveyor  reports  that  the  Council hhpe  to  get  the 
approval  of  the  Ministry  with  regard  to  the  proposed  new  disposal 
sememe  at  Craven  Arms  where  the  present  scheme  is  not  sai? isfactory 
and  was  completed  in  the  year  1895 .  In  1905  they  served  a  total 
Oi  13o  mouses  and  a  population  of  650.  The  tanks  and  filter  bods 
are  now  very  much  over-loaded. 


The  Ministry  were  approached  with  regard  to  the  proposed 
new  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Ashford  Carbonell  but  permission  to 
proceed  v/ith  the  scheme  has  not  been  obtained  so  far. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AMD  DISPOSAL. 

Refuse  collection  has  been  continued  during  the  year 
as  formerly.  At  Craven  Arms  and  at  Cleobury  Mortimer  a  collection  is 
made  each  week.  In  other  areas  a  six  weekly  collection  is  made. 
Requests  have  boon  received  from  these  latter  areas  for  a  more 
frequent  collection.  There  are  of  course,  many  difficulties  in  the 
collection  of  refuse  in  scattered  country  areas.  The  Council  at 
present  have  only  got  one  vehicle  for  collection  of  refuse  and  it 
might  be  a  good  step  if  another  one  was  employed  in  addition.  Tho 
distances  to  be  covered  are  far  apart  and  the  travelling  would  take 
up  a  loo  of  time.  Disposal  is  by  tipping  at  nine  tips  of  which 
number  five  are  used  most. 


EODETir  CONTROL. 


One  man  is  employed  to  carry  out  the  scheme  under  the 
invention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949-  Ho  also  works  for  Church 
btretton  U.D.C.  for  one  week  out  of  eivht. 


uuui/iuutju,  ctuu. 

PI 


used 


Tho  Survey  of  the  District  has  boon 
half  of  tho  properties  are  inspected  each  year.  "Warfarin"  is 
against  rats  and  has  resulted  in  a  decrease  of  the  rat  population  as 
1  •  is  a  good  preparation  and  is  not  harmful  to  domestic  animals. 


FACTORIES^  AND 

There  are  a  total  of  68 
Register.  Of  this  number  there  are 
used  and  52  where  thereis  such  power 
and  the  defects  found  were  put  right 


WORKSHOPS . 

Factories  and  Workshops  on  the 
16  without  mechanical  power  being 
.  A  total  of  37  visits  were  j^s-id 


INSPECTIONS  3Y  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTORS . 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  visits  paid  hy  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  years— 


Drainage 

Meat  Inspection 

Now  Buildings  etc. 

Miscellaneous  visits 
Water  Supplies 

Housing  (Public  Health  &  Housing  Acts) 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal 

Improvement  Grants  (Housing  Act,  1949) 

Petroleum  Installations 

Factories  and  Workshops 

Food  Premises 

Dairies  and  Cow  Sheds 

Footpaths 

Knackers  Yards 

Infectious  Diseases 

Moveable  Dwel lings 

National  Assistance  Acts 

Rodent  Control 

Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act 
Allocation  of  Houses 
Council  Houses 


617 

323 

314 

152 

194 

103 

53 

46 

44 

37 

25 

20 

6 

1 

3 

20 

5 

9 

8 

206 

3 


Total  2,189 


SECTION  D. 
HOUSING. 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  4*197 

Total  number  of  Council  Houses  298 

Number  of  applications  for  houses 
at  31.12.53.  257 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  1953  VI 

(a)  Council  Houses  60 

(b)  Private  Houses  21 

Improvement  Grants  applied  for  4 

Improvement  Grants  granted  3 


SITES  OF  NEW  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 


Site 

Completed 
in  1953 

Under 

Construction 
at  31.12.53 

To  bo  commenced 

in  1954. 

Burford 

30 

C 1 e  e  St .Me r^ar e t 

6 

•«» 

„ _ 

Knowbury 

— 

10 

_ 

Craven  Arms 

— 

22 

__  - 

Clee  Hill 

24 

— 

_ 

Nuns low 

— 

8 

_ 

Diddlebury 

--- 

16 

Coreley 

— 

10 

Culmington 

— 

8 

Onibury 

- 

— 

8 

Longville 

— 

— 

4 

Cloobury  Mortimer  - 

— 

30 

Since  the  end  of  the  war  the  demand  for  neTw  houses  has 
been  high  and  although  the  number  built  by  Councils  has  increased 


in  most  Districts  there  are  still  many  applicants. 

I t  has  ho on  estimated  that  about  one  third  of  all  the 
houses  in  this  country  are  more  than  seventy  five  years  old  and  many 
oi  them  are  rapidly  deteriorating.  Rents  have  been  frozen  but  the 
cost  of  repairs  have  about  trebled  since  1939*  Many  landlords  simply 
cannot  afiord  to  keep  their  houses  in  good  repair.  Something  therefore 
-hill  have  to  be  done  about  this  problem  and  the  most  obvious  step  is 
to  amend  the  Rent  Restriction  Acts.  At  present  there  is  a  Bill  before 
arliament  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  allow  a  certain  increase  in 
rents  so  that  the  landlord  may  be  able  to  keep  his  houses  fit.  The 
tenants  may  object  to  an  increased  rent  but  on  the  other  hand  they 
will  have  a  better  house. 

ihe  ciUE  or  near  slum  is  another  x^ohlem  which  has  to 
be  dealt  with. 


The  best  that  can  be  done  Y/ith  a  slum  is  to  demolish 
it  but  as  any  roof,  however  bad,  is  better  than  no  roof  at  all, 

destruction  cannot  be  carried  out  until  alternative  accommodation 
is  found. 


It  would  seem  therefore,  that  until  the  building  of 
new  houses  has  advanced  still  more  the  temporary  repair  of  a  good  many 
of  t.ac  older  nouses  will  be  required.  This  may  not  be  a  very 
satisfactory  step  perhaps  in  some  ways  but  there  does  not  appear  to 
be  any  other  way  of  dealing  with  the  matter. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  thirteen  caravans  v/ore 
licensed,  of  which  number  twelve  were  at  a  farm  site  near  Cleobury 
-xortimer .  -his  site  is  the  only  one  in  the  area  where  a  large 
number  of  caravans  are  situated.  The  site  is  maintained  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 

ji3j-2jh-Q£L-hyeIaws  and  Town  and  Country  Planni ng  Acts. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  142  plans  of  nev/  buildings 
or  of  structural  repair  Y/orks  were  submitted  to  the  Council  for  their 
consideration.  A  recommendation  was  sent  to  the  County  Council  in  all 
cases  involving  Planning  Control. 

Unfit  Houses. 


Notices  were  sent  to  the  owners  of  1 6  houses  regarding 
tlijir  property  being  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Undertakings  v/ere 
given  by  the  ovmers  in  each  case.  Action  is  still  pending  in  the  case 
ox  four  other  houses. 

Housing  Repairs. 

nUm"ber  of  applications  from  or/ners  for  Improvement 
e rant s  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949?  still  remains  very  low.  Leaflets 
were  sent  out  in  the  Autumn  of  the  year  to  owners  calling  their 
attention  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  Much  might  be  done  for 
houses  if  the  owners  took  advantage  of  this  scheme.  During  the  year, 
a  total  of  seven  licences  were  issued  in  respect  of  repairs  and 
alterations  and  twenty  three  in  respect  to  new  dwelling  houses. 

SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Meat  Inspection. 

Ihis  ---3  been  carried  out  by  the  Inspectors  at  the 
Ministry  of  Food's  Abattoir  at  Craven  Arms  during  the  year.  The 
follovvdng  results  of  inspection  are  reported^- 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned  1953, 


Cattle 
( excluding 

cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs. 

Number  Killed 

Number  Inspected 

1006 

1006 

573 

573 

1022 

1022 

5669 

5669 

1284 

1284 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

5 

14 

5 

54 

15 

Organs  or  part  of 
carcases  condemned 

307 

279 

9 

493 

59 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis  31*0$ 

51.1$ 

1.4/» 

10.2fc 

5.8/. 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

•  4 

13 

— 

- 

6 

Organs  or  part  of  ' 
carcases  condemned 

84 

188 

— 

— 

31 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  Y\rith 
Tuberculosis.  8.7^ 

35.3/0 

2.9  1° 

Weight  of  meat  condemned. 

(1)  On  account  of  Tuberculosis  17 <>556  lbs. 

(2)  On  account  of  other  diseases  28,600  lbs. 


Total  46,156  lbs. 


=  20  tons,  12  cwts ,  12  lbs. 

In  addition  to  the  above  meat  condemned  a  number  of 
otherfood  stuffs  wore  considered  unfit  for  human  consumption  and 
also  condemned s~ 


Canned  Milk  7  tins 
Processed  meat  and  fish  33  tins 
Fruit  45  tins 
Vegatables  80  tins 
Jam  ■  3  tins 
Bacon  17  tins 


Milk. 


The  supervision  of  milk  production  at  farms  is  now 
carried  out  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  Conditions  at  the  retail 
premises  were  found  to  bo  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

There  is  no  pasteurising  plant  as  yet  in  the  district 
but  the  following  supplementary  licences  were  granted  to  retailers 
who  sell  designated  milks- 


Tuberculin  Tested  and  Pasteurised  Milk  1 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  3 
Pasteurised  Milk  4 
Sterilised  Milk  1 


•As  has  been  mentioned  in  Section  F  a  number  of  cases  of 
Food  Poisoning  took  place  among  some  boys  who  were  at  a  Hostel  in 
the  District.  The  cause  was  traced  to  cow's  milk  which  was  infected 
with  Staphylococcus  aureus.  Hone  of  the  cases  proved  fatal. 

Ice  Cream. 

There  arc  nineteen  retailers  in  the  area  who  sell  "pre¬ 
packed"  ice  cream.  Five  samples  were  reported  on  during  the  year  and 
ox  these  three  wore  in  Grade  1,  one  in  Grade  11,  and  one  in  Grade  111. 
Ihere  is  ono  manufacturer  who  uses  the  "cold  cream"  method  of 
preparation.  No  o  her  ice  cream  is  made  in  the  area. 

SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were 
notified  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1953s-' 


NOTIFICATIONS 


1953. 


Disease. 

Number 

notified. 

Admitted  to 
hospital . 

Deaths. 

Measles 

257 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

_ t 

Food  Poisoning 

18 

_ 

Pneumonia 

6 

Erysipelas 

2 

_ 

Dysentery 

1 

_ _ 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

- 

Measles  was  prevalent  among  the  children  in  various 
parts  of  the  district  as  it  was  in  1952.  Otherwise  there  was  no 
serious  out-break  of  any  of  the  infectious  diseases. 


.  The  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  among  boys  who  were 

infected  from  cow’s  milk.  Investigations  proved  that  a  cow  in  the 
lord  from  wr.ioh  milk  was  supplied  to  the  boys  was  suffering  from  an 
infection  of  the  udder. (Staphyl.  aureus).  The  milk  concerned  had  been 
exposed  also  to  the  heat  for  a  number  of  hours  on  the  day  concerned 
and  was  found  to  be  infected  with  the  germ. 

cases.of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year  and 
the last  notified  case  was  in  1943.  The  protection  of  the  children 
1S_ sti11  offered  to  the  parents  before  it  reaches  the  age  of  ono 
year.  It  is  carried  out  either  by  the  County  Health  Staff  or  by  the 
private  doctor  of  the  family. 


.  Parents  may  have  their  children  protected  against 

v.  looping  Cough  if  they  apply  to  the  County  Health  Officer  at  Shrewsbury. 

,  0x1  rogard  to  the  incidence  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  in 

the  wnole  Country  the  Ministry  of  Health  have  published  figures  showing 
tnat  m  the  year  1944  there  were  23,199  Corrected  Notifications  of  the 
disuse  a.nd  934  deaths  from  it.  In  1953  thoro  were  only  240  oases  and 
24  deaths.  These  figures  show  the  way  in  which  the  disease  has  almost 
been  stamped  out  by  the  carrying  out  of  immunisation  against  it.  It 
is  still  necessary  for  children  to  be  protected  and  the  figure  to 

iS  °f  a11  cllildren  should  be  done  before  they  reach 

their  first  birthday  if  possible. 


,  Tne  Parents  of  all  children  aged  six  months  are  notified 

as,  °  V-T  need  f°r  the  children  to  be  immunised  against  the  disease 
and  another  notice  is  sent  when  the  child  is  aged  one  year  if  the 
parents  have  not  then  had  it  protected. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Tbe  i*o I i owing  are  the  numbers  of  cases  of  this  disease  on 
tka.  .Register  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1953;- 


MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

Pulmon. 

% 

Mon-pulm. 

Pulmon. 

Mon-pulm. 

28 

,  21 

23 

9 

75 

Mew  Cases. 

during  the 


A  total  number  of  four  Pulmonary  Cases  were  notified 
year.  Three 'of  these  cases  were  of  Males  (ages  17,24, 


—  ^  -  —  — —  —  v  wo.  uuooc 

49)  and  onewas  Female  .(aged  20) . 
Deaths . 


...  0nly  one  _  <ieath  was  notified  ( Mon-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 
ur  mg  the  year.  This  gives  a  low  death-rate  of  0.07  per  1,000  of 
txie  population.  (Death-rate  for  the  whole  country  was  0.20). 

Housing  of  Tubercular  F.nni  lies. 


a  family  with 


Cases  arise  quite  frequently  in  which 
one  or  more  monitors  who  has  Tuberculosis  is  living  in  verv  unsatis- 
factory  conditions.  It  may  be  that  that  they  areVor-crowded  and 

U.  1 1  r±  1)1  fi  T  D  0*1  ire*  irr.  n  K,w3  ^  ~ _  n  _ 


unable  to  give  up  a  bed-r<?om  for  the  sole  use  of  the  patien- 
dg  xiici'fc  ohe  house  is  damp 


or 


or  in  some  other  poor  state  of  rep. 


iv 

iir. 


bhe  Local  authority  with 


Such  cases  are  often  referred  to 

a  recommendation  that  a  Council  House  should  bo  allocated  to  them 
■'i  1  f  'le  ''  to  improving-  their  living  conditions.  The  allocation 
louf°  ln  SU01  oases  is  sometimes  a  matter  of  difficulty  for 
hTrh  +rey0tlS;  .  Por  e“PIe>  the  size  of  the  family  may  be  so 
I  91 hU9  nSed  a  h0USE  larS'er  than  the  ordinary  Council 
Tther  of  “S,  9  Tomraoda'ts  thom  with  safety,  again,  the 

thm  hs  f.  ™  e  ml®  **  *Me  t0  afford  *  much  higher  rent 

could  let“  9Un®.f't  ,pres0nt’  It  may  of  course,  be  said  that  a  Council 
could  let  -he  xamily  nave  a  house  at  a  very  much  reduced  rent  if 

necessary.  1  his  may  present  difficulties  in  some  cases  and  it  is  only 


by  the  full  knowl 
be  come  to. 


<ge  of  each  family's  position  that  a  d 


ecision  can 


„  ,,  _  .  .  AL  Present  the  treatment  of  Tubercular  Cases  is  in  the  hands 

of  the  ^t^na!  Health  Service  but  the  provision  of  houses  is  for  the 
Local  Authority.  It  may  well  be  that  at  some  future  date  the  prevention 

would  An  be6  h9e“  of  the  dd—  will  pass  to  one  .uthoritT^o 
Ti-  dix-?  ?  fle  +  s  a  h0l'se  to  a  family  if  i-t  -ere  needed^. 

r  treatment  from  prevention  is  perhaps  a  mistake  and  it 

ld  tQ  be°tt3r  if  the  two  matters  were  united  under  one  Authority. 

-Prevention  of  Tube r cul o s i s ♦ 

Taa  Ministry  of  Health  have  issued  a  Memorandum  on  the 
Prevention  of  Tuberculosis.  It  is  mentioned  that  although  deaths  from 

“ rn»~rnhi°  ^  rapidly  of  l«te  years  there  has  not  been 

a  coraP-rable  reduction  m  the  number  of  notifications  of  new  cases. 

The  importance  of  renewed  effort  to  bring  the  incidence  of 
-  '-DuiCn  U.V..1  ^  mirl  px*  COntx*ol  is  citiT*^sc!PH  nyif\  •  , 

montinnod:^  sxrossett  ana  tLe  following  points  are 


Lore  invest 1  gabion  should  take  place  in  order  to  discover;- 

|t)  Ibe  sounce  of  infection  of  a  new  case, 
b)  Contacts,  by  the  following  up  both  in  the  home,  the 
place  o-  work  and  school. 


contsc+s  .^r\  PP°U'Jn,  y  nov'  0xists  for  B.S.G.  immunisation  of 
contacts,  .und  whore  the  Local  Health  Authority  so  decides  its  use  by 

local  health  services  for  certain  ages  in  the  child  population. 


Skin  testing  of  children  should  he  developed  as  an 
indicator  ox  inxection  in  their  adult  contacts* 

"-ore  selective  use  should  be  made  of  mass  miniature 

radiography. 


CANCER. 


f  number  of  twenty  three  deaths  took  place  from 

tnis  disease  during  the  year.  The  death-rate  was  1,670  per  1,000 

.phC  yopulation;  Fight  of  the  deaths  were  of  males  and  fifteen 
ot  lemales.  Of  the  male  cases  three  were  Cancer  of  the  lung  or 
Dronchus  and  of  the  female  cases  one  was  of  the  lungs.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  smoking  may  have  some  effect  on  the  increase  of  lung 

Cancer  m  males  but  there  does  not  appear  so  far  to  be  any  definite 
proof  on  this  matter. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

1953. 


Cause  of  Death. 


Male 


Heart  &  Circulatory  Diseases 
Vase,  lesions  of  Norv.  System 
Malignant  Disease 
Accidents 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 
Tuberculosis 
Other  Causes 


( non-pulmon) . 


To taps. 


27 

11 

3 

6 

3 

4 

1 

12 


72 


Death-rate  (crude) 

"  "  (corrected) 

(for  England  &  Wales) 


Number  of  Deaths. 
Female  Total 


26 

13 

15 

5 

3 

1 

12 


75 


53 

24 

23 
11 

6 

5 

1 

24 


147 


10,6  per  1,000 
8.9  "  » 

11.4  "  " 


WH1  "be  observed  from  the  above  numbers  that  100  of 
tne  total  number  of  deaths  were  due  to  the  three  first  causes  mentioned, 

0f  tho  deaths  from  accidents  five  of  the  Male  deaths  were 
due  i/O  motor  vehicle  accidents. 


seven. 


Deaths  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  numbered 


-• 


